
February 18, 2025 VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS

6:30 p.m・ After the Piedge ofA=egiance, the 「eguIa「 meeting ofthe V冊age Board of

Trustees was caIled to o「der by Mayo「 Behnken. A roII calI was answered aye by T「ustees

Feder, Newbold, Keams, PoIitsch, and Geppert. Trustee FitzgeraId was absent. AIso

PreSent Were Ch「is Remick, Superintendent of PubIic Works and Tim BuehIe「, Chief of

Police,

VISITORS

Jason Bohamon was p「esent to observe.

READ!NG THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)

The minutes from the February 3, 2025 ReguIa「 Boa「d Meeting was p「esented to the Boa「d

fo「 app「OVaI.

丁rustee Newbold had some questions 「ega「ding dates of a previous special board meeting

and a comm皿ee ofthe whole meeting from last month. He thought the dates were

「eve「sed.

T「ustee PoIitsch 「equested, unde「 the clerk’s time on these minutes, that it be mentioned

about the on-1ine payments as we=・

A motion was made by TⅢStee Newbold, SeCOnded by Trustee Politsch, tO aPP「OVe the

minutes from the Feb「uary 3, 2025 ReguIar Boa「d Meeting, With the noted co「「ections as

needed. A vote was answe「ed aye by a= members p「esent.

The minutes什om the January 27, 2025 Committee ofthe Whoie meeting was p「esented for

approvai・

A motion was made by Trustee PoIitsch, SeCOnded by Trustee Newboid, tO aPP「OVe the

minutes f「om the January 27, 2025 Comm批ee of the Whole Meeting" A vote was answe「ed

aye by a= membe「S P「eSent・

REPORTS AND COMMUNiCATION

MAYOR

Mayor Behnken advised the Boa「d that ReiiabIe Sanitation wil! be inc「easing the t「ash 「ate

by 3%. The cur「ent t「ash 「ate on the u帥ty bi=s is $18.97 and it w旧ncrease to $19.54. This

wi= be e怖∋ctive on the next water bills,

A motion was made by Trustee Newbold, Se∞nded by Trustee Politsch, tO aPP「OVe the rate

inc「ease fo「the trash from $18.97 per month to $19.54 per month‘ A vote was answe「ed

aye by a= membe「s p「esent.

VILLAGE CLERK

Nancy advised the boa「d that the on-Iine payment system is up and going. She also

mentioned that the direct deposit fo「 Pay「O旧S uP and going as we旧

TREASURER’S TIME

丁「easu「e「 Fauth subm請ed the monthly T「easu「er’s Report.
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A motion was made by T「ustee NewboId, SeCOnded by T「ustee Fede「, tO aPP「OVe the

monthIy T「easu「er’s Report as submitted. A vote was answe「ed aye by a= members

PreSent.

POLICE CHIEF

Chief BuehIe「 submitted the activity log fo「 the first haIf of Feb「uary.

丁he Poiice Department wouId Iike to pu「Chase two Mossbe「g Maverick 88 secu「ity shotguns

that discha「ge bean bags. The cost is $249・97 each, Which wouId be paid fo「 from the

「estricted police account.

A motion was made by T「ustee Feder, SeCOnded by T「ustee NewboId, tO aPP「OVe the

Pu「Chase of two Mossbe「g Mave「ick 88 secu「ity shotguns with bean bag discharge in the

amount of $249.97 each and to be paid for f「om the police restricted account. A vote was

answe「ed aye by a= membe「S P「eSent.

SUPER書NTENDENT OF PUBLiC WORKS AND BUILDINGS

C両S Remick noted that the g両cIassifie「 is back and working. The cost fo「 the repai「S WaS

around $3,500.

Remick mentioned that the =Iinois EPA was scheduled to do an inspection ofthe

WaSteWate「 treatment PIant today but it has been 「escheduIed to next week due to the

Weathe「,

REPORT OF STANDING COMMI丁TEES

STREETS AND ALしEYS

Nothing to 「eport.

FINANCE AND AUDiT

A t「ansfe「 f「om the ambulance account to the water & sewer account was made in

December in the amount of $15,000.

A motion was made by Trustee Newbold, SeCOnded by T「ustee Fede「, tO aPP「OVe the

t「ansfe「 that was made in Decembe「 of $15,000 from the ambulance account to the water &

sewe「 account. A vote was answe「ed aye by a= membe「s p「esent,

WATER AND SEWER
The「e was a discussion 「ega「ding pu「Chasing th「ee fire hyd「ants by the schooI and using

丁IF funds to pay for them. C十両s Remick 「eceived two quotes, One f「om SchuIte Suppiy in

the amount of$12,523.08 and the otherf「om lMCO in the amount of$13,974,00. Mun主

Work wouId do the insta=ation fo「 a charge of $7,05O.00.

Mayor Behnken thought the「e was going to be a request for assistance with fire hyd「ants

什om the fire department. Trustee Fede「 Stated that he t「ied to get hold of a few ofthem but

has not been abIe to have that discussion with them yet.
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The Clerk mentioned that some municipalities charge a 「ental fee to thei「 fire departments

fo「 the hyd「ants. She suggested that it wouId be something to investigate・

丁he「e was some concem about whether the use ofTiF funds was legal. Trustee PoIitsch

had secu「ed a document什om Mo「an Development that suggests it was acceptabIe.

A motion was made by T「ustee Poiitsch, SeCOnded by T「ustee NewboId, tO aPPrOVe uSing

TIF funds to pu「Chase th「ee fire hydrants f「om Schulte Supply in the amount of $12,523.08

and the insta11ation cha「ge of $7,050.00 for Muni-Work to insta町fo「 a total cost of

$19,573.O8. A roII ca= vote was answered aye by a= membe「s p「esent.

PERSONNEL
Nothing to report.

PUBしIC PROPERTY AND PARKS

Nothing to 「eport.

CEME丁ERY

Nothing to 「eport.

ORDINANCE

Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMEN丁S AND GRANTS

Mayo「 Behnken advised the board that the deadline to have the sidewaIks complete pe「 the

CDBG 2023 g「ant, is June 30th. ifthe p「oject is not compIeted by that time, We WiII not

「eceive the funds. He stated that the「e wi= be no extensions.

Ch「is Remick stated that his department can do some of these sidewalks when they have

time. The mayor suggested that Remick get some cost estimates per Iinear"

It was suggested that the board vote not to proceed with this grant due to sign綱cant

expenditures.

A motion was made by Trustee Fede「, SeCOnded by T「ustee NewboId, nOt tO PrOCeed with

the CDBG 2023 due to significant expenditu「es. A vote was answered aye by aII members

PreSent.

Trustee Politsch stated that she is going to send a lette「 to the businesses in town and to

Iocal organjzations, aS We= as state Ieaders, tO Seek pIedges for the T-Mobile Hometown

G「ant. She stated that the cost for the ba晒eld upg「ades wouId be ove「 $83,000 and the

g「ant is fo「 $50,000. We would need heIp w軸O什se軸ng the ViIIage’s share as we= as

getting letters of support.

PUBLIC SAFETYIADA

T「ustee Geppert 「equested ESDA be put on the agenda for the next Comm阻ee of the

WhoIe meeting.
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MARINA

T「ustee Kea「ns wanted to know the p「og「ess of the ma「ina cleanup. He was conce「ned

about getting it師Shed befo「e the next flood waters come・

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Nothing to 「eport.

COMMUNICA丁IONS" PE丁ITIONS- RESOLUTIONS“ ORDERS AND ORDINANCES

Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

T「ustee Newbold stated that Jen Schneide「, a SChooIteache「 within the middle school he「e,

is requesting a sign to be posted rega「ding the middIe schooI 「anking 60th out of2・557

middIe schoois. He suggested we post something on the ViIlage’s website and get M「・

Mariow,什om the g「ade school, invoIved with this" lt was mentioned to discuss furthe「 at the

next Comm批ee of the Whole Meeting.

丁he「e being no furthe「 business, a mOtion was made by Trustee Newbold’Se∞nded by

Trustee PoIitsch, tO adjou「n the meeting at 7:17 p.m. A vote was answe「ed aye by a=

membe「S P「eSent.

Joe Behnken, ∨川age President

Nancy Ritter, ∨冊age Clerk


